The Arctic Migratory
Birds Initiative (AMBI)
AMBI Background: To better understand the status and trends of Arctic biodiversity, the Arctic
Council’s Conservation of Arctic Fauna and Flora (CAFF) undertook the Arctic Biodiversity
Assessment, which found that Many Arctic migratory species are threatened by overharvest
and habitat alteration outside the Arctic. Recent global assessments state that some Arcticbreeding migratory bird species have experienced population declines as much as 80% over
the last few decades. AMBI is a direct response to these calls for action. AMBI is designed to
improve the conservation status and secure the long-term sustainability of declining Arctic
breeding migratory bird populations. Conservation of a shared natural and cultural resource,
will have a positive impact on societies for whom migratory birds are a source of livelihood and
spiritual inspiration.
Population declines of three shorebird
species. Shown are the measured current
rates of decline and the projected trajectories
if no further conservation measures are taken
(modified from Amano et al. 2010 and Wilson
et al. 2011).

AMBI provides an early implementation of
Recommendation #8 of the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment
(http://arcticbiodiversity.is/) to ‘reduce stressors on
migratory species range-wide, including habitat
degradation and overharvesting on wintering and staging
areas and along flyways and other migration routes’.

Development of the AMBI workplan: AMBI has brought together experts in Arctic

Circumpolar

migratory bird species and conservation issues from across the globe. These experts
identified three major conservation issues facing Arctic migratory birds– habitat loss and
degradation, especially of intertidal areas; unsustainable harvest; and marine bycatch.
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Work plans to identify priority actions to address these issues in each of the four main
flyways of the world were developed:
• East Asian-Australasian Flyway;
• African-Eurasian Flyway;
• Americas Flyway;
• A newly-defined Circumpolar Flyway, which addresses species that spend their entire life
cycles in or near the Arctic.
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AMBI’s overall workplan was approved by Arctic Council Ministers in April 2015, and work for
a second phase (2019-2023) is expected to be approved in early 2019. These workplans
identify actions to undertake to improve the conservation status and secure the long term
sustainability of declining Arctic migratory bird populations.

www.caff.is/AMBI
caff@caff.is

AMBI Activities: To date AMBI has been successful in engaging a variety of partners in
increasing conservation actions for Arctic-breeding migratory birds.

UNEP RONA funding for Americas Flyway Implementation Plan
– In the Americas Flyway, the United Nations Environment
Program Regional Office of North America has been
instrumental in developing tools that identify how supporting
AMBI can be used as a tool to address national and international
commitments to biodiversity in relation to Aichi Biodiversity
targets for 2020.
Cooperation with AEWA - Good progress has been made regarding issues
concerning the Lesser White-fronted Goose (LWfG) and Icelandic afforestation.
This progress is due to efforts by AEWA and existing multilateral and intergovernmental frameworks within the flyway that already cover these activities.
There is a need to work more closely with AEWA in order to better mobilize
funds for LWfG activities on behalf of AMBI/AEWA.

Project progress - AMBI is currently working on the planning of its next phase (2020-2023), also
referred to as AMBI 2.0. A first workshop took place in Rovaniemi (Finland) in October 2018, and
extensive consultation has been undertaken thereafter. The final AMBI 2.0 workplan will be
submitted to the CAFF board on 15 December 2018 for the approval of the Arctic Council in 2019.
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Flyway Level Coordination – While there is overall coordination of AMBI, objectives within each
flyway are greatly progressed when specific flyway coordinators are in place. The AMBI Steering
Group and the CAFF Secretariat ensure flyway level coordination is in place for each region and
works with key partners in each region.
The East-Asian Australasian Flyway coordinator, based in Singapore, supports priority actions
along this flyway to prevent loss and degradation of habitat and address unsustainable
harvest.

The African-Eurasian Flyway coordinator, based in Germany, supports priority actions in the
flyway: preventing loss and degradation of habitat and the unsustainable harvest of migratory
birds along the flyway.

AMBI workshops - As part of its strategy to better engage with
Arctic Council Observer States, AMBI hosted a first workshop in Texel
(the Netherlands) in 2015. In 2017, a second workshop took place in
Singapore, during which the mid-term evaluation of the project was
undertaken. A new workshop will take place in Hainan (China) in
December 2018) to finalize the planning of AMBI 2.0.
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AMBI coordination and future steps:

The Americas Flyway Coordinator, based in Ecuador, supports priority actions in the flyway:
prevent loss and degradation of wetland habitat, address effects of climate change, and
reduce human-induced disturbance.

Increased coordination with other inter-governmental agencies and groups –
AMBI aims to increase flyway-level cooperation and works with key conservation partners
through reciprocal participation in committees and knowledge transfer.
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