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Implementation Update
Iceland, 2020
The Circumpolar Seabird Expert Group (CBird) promotes, facilitates, and coordinates
conservation, management and research activities among circumpolar countries and
improves communication between seabird scientists and managers inside and outside
the Arctic.

Links with National Priorities
CBird listed Icelandic monitoring programs in
the Circumpolar Seabird Monitoring Plan. The
Seabird Information Network by Cbird/CAFF
provides an international platform and context
for the publication of Icelandic results.

The annual population growth rate (λ) of Atlantic Puffins in Iceland. The colour
bands show the IUCN Reds List categories to which to the observed λ values
correspond. Red: Critically Endangered; orange: Endangered; yellow: Vulnerable;
green; Least Concern. Hunting is unsustainable when λ < 1 (shown with a
horizontal black line). http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20
Group%20Report/acom/2018/JWGBIRD/JWGBIRD%20Report%202018.pdf

Current CBird Priorities

Country participating

Country not participating

• Implementation of the species-specific conservation
strategies and action plans, as well as the
Circumpolar Seabird Monitoring Plan
• Advancing, developing and reporting on CBird
work e.g. to CAFF and within respective countries
(e.g. participation in annual meetings, updating
workplan, providing country reports, representing
CBird in meetings)
• Designing and testing CBird colony database
• Contributing to CBMP Marine (e.g., implementing
and developing SAMBR)
• Contributing to Arctic Migratory Birds Initiative
(AMBI) (e.g., implementing the Circumpolar Flyway
Workplan, participating in the Plastics Project)
• International Ivory Gull Survey
• Assessment of seabird bycatch in Lumpsucker fisheries
• Murre harvest study and scientific recommendations
to international and national harvest schemes
• Black-legged Kittiwake conservation strategy

Icelandic seabird researchers have contributed
to, and been informed by the State of the Arctic
Marine Biodiversity Report.
CBird serves as a specialist network between
researchers
and
managers
facilitating
collaborations, the SEATRACK project being an
excellent example.
Survey work under the CBird storm-petrel project
facilitates the national priorities for population
monitoring of both Storm-Petrel species (http://
utgafa.ni.is/skyrslur/2012/NI-12010.pdf )and
better understanding of the demography of the
nationally red listed species.
The CBird North Atlantic Murre Harvest Model
will inform assessment and development of
an international harvest management strategy
for declining populations of thick-billed murre.
Ensuring sustainable harvest levels aligns with
Iceland’s policy, and the CBird Strategy and Action
Plan for Murres.
Icelandic CBird delegate contributed to the 2nd
Arctic Biodiversity Congress, 2018 Rovaniemi,
Finland.

www.caff.is/cbird

CBird Summary of 2018-19 Country Achievements
First Icelandic population survey of the Northern Fulmar
First Icelandic population survey of the Northern Fulmar based on aerial photography was conducted 20052008. The estimated minimum total was 1.262.448 Apparently Occupied Sites. 52% of the total is located in the
Vestfirðir Peninsula (NW), 17% in the S and W, and 31% in the N. Gardarson, A, Lilliendahl, K, & Gudmundsson,
G. A. (2019). Northern Fulmar breeding in Iceland in 2013-2015. Bliki 33: 1-14 Map of large colonies of Fulmarus
glacialis in Iceland.

Atlantic Puffin Population Monitoring
Program

Circumpolar review of Arctic tern
population trends

Is run by the South Iceland Nature Research Centre
and financed by hunters licence fees. The Atlantic
puffin population growth rate (λ) based on survival and
productivity data from 12 colonies in Iceland 2010-2019
has been evaluated and illustrated in terms of extinction
risk. Geometric mean λ = 0.965, entailing -2.73% annual
decline. Extrapolated back to 2003 the population has
reduced by 44%. Link to report.

Arctic tern survival reduced from 0.952 to 0.851, before
and after 2000. Link to report. This is in addition to poor
productivity in this century. Arctic Tern Icelandic Red list
status is under revision.

Survey of large auks on the cliffs of
Iceland in 2006-2008
Changes (%) from the 1983-86 survey: Common Murre
698.000 pairs, 30% decline. Thick-billed Murre: 327.000
pairs, 44% decline. Razorbill 313.000, 17% decline.
Gardarson, A, & Gudmundsson, G. A. & Lilliendahl, K
(2019). The numbers of large auks on the cliffs of Iceland in
2006-2008. Bliki 33: 35-46.

Status, trends and drivers of stormpetrel populations
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The first Leach´s Storm-petrel 2019-2020 GLS track for Iceland and Europe.
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Widespread declines in Leach’s Storm-Petrel (LSP)
populations have led to collaborative research at key
sites in the Atlantic, including at the Westman Islands,
Iceland. Population surveys, demographic monitoring,
and tracking of LSP have occurred at Elliðaey I. since
2018, with the first eastern Atlantic GLS retrieval from
LSP GLS in 2020. Annual survival of European StormPetrel is being estimated from 40 years of mistnetting.

