What is the Arctic Terrestrial
Biodiversity Monitoring Plan?
It is a framework that uses an ecosystem-based
approach to integrate monitoring, assessment
and reporting of focal species, ecological
functions, ecosystems, interactions and potential
drivers. It aims to scale-up existing local
observations to improve regional, national and
global understanding of Arctic biodiversity status
and trends.
Involving eight Arctic nations, these efforts
will yield more powerful and cost-effective
monitoring of Arctic terrestrial systems and
provide more comprehensive and timely
circumpolar information for effective decisionmaking.

Get involved!
The CBMP welcomes participation from
interested parties. Your participation and
observations will:
yy contribute to broader analyses of status
and trends, reach new audiences and
impact decision-making
yy allow access to complementary data
to contextualize research and support
interpretation
yy provide opportunities for collaborative,
cross-disciplinary research
yy influence local, regional and global
conservation efforts

Contact Us
What is the Circumpolar Biodiversity
Monitoring Program (CBMP)?
The CBMP is an international network of
scientists, government agencies, Indigenous
organizations and conservation groups working
together to harmonize and integrate efforts to
monitor the Arctic’s living resources. It is the
cornerstone program of the Arctic Council’s
Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF)
Working Group.

CAFF International Secretariat
Borgir, Nordurslod
600 Akureyri
Iceland
caff@caff.is

www.cbmp.is

The CBMP contributes to:
yy national monitoring and reporting efforts
yy the Arctic Council
yy the Group on Earth ObservationsBiodiversity Observation Network
yy UNEP’s Biodiversity Indicator Partnership
yy the UN Convention on Biological Diversity
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What will the Arctic Terrestrial
Biodiversity Monitoring Plan do?
yy
The Plan’s goal is to improve the collective ability of
Arctic traditional knowledge holders, communities
and scientists to detect, understand and report on
long-term change in Arctic terrestrial ecosystems and
biodiversity. Specifically it will seek to answer:
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What are the status, distribution and condition
of terrestrial focal species, populations,
communities, landscapes/ecosystems and key
processes/functions occurring in the Arctic?
How and where are these changing?
What is causing these changes and how do they
influence biodiversity and ecosystem function?

The CBMP-Terrestrial Plan includes terrestrial species and
ecosystems in the Arctic, sub-Arctic, and high latitude alpine
regions adjacent to and continuous to these environments. Study
sites depict representative locations of documented long-term
monitoring sites, programs and infrastructure that can contribute
to monitoring capacity as part of the CBMP-Terrestrial Plan.
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Governing structure for the CBMP-Terrestrial Plan implementation
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What will be monitored?
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The Plan promotes monitoring of key attributes of
Focal Ecosystem Components (FECs) in four biotic
groups:
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Circumpolar Arctic Vegetation Map (CAVM) Subzones
Subzone A
Subzone D

Subzone B
Subzone E

Subzone C

diversity
composition
phenology
demographics
spatial structure
temporal cycles
health
productivity
ecosystem functions
and processes

invertebrates

vegetation

birds

mammals
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2017-2020
Release the State of the Arctic Terrestrial
Biodiversity report
Review parameters, approaches, data
management, analysis and reporting
2015-2016
Establish data standards
Identify and link data nodes to the Arctic
Biodiversity Data Service (ABDS)
Analyze data to establish baselines
Report on the status of selected FECs
Encourage Arctic monitoring networks to
adopt parameters and sampling approaches
Publish annual performance reports
Update FEC attributes based on performance
reports
2013-2014
Publish the Arctic Terrestrial Biodiversity
Monitoring Plan
Establish Terrestrial Steering Group (TSG) and
national networks
Identify existing monitoring efforts
Where possible, identify and aggregate
existing data sets

