Advance
Conservation

Inform Decisions
Increase the usefulness of CAFF products to
inform key decisions that affect the Arctic.
Examples:

Establish innovative partnerships with other
Arctic Council Working Groups, observer
countries and organizations, industry and
communities to help ensure biodiversity
conservation is a priority. Examples:
●● Work with countries outside the Arctic to conserve
and protect Arctic migratory birds throughout the world.
●● Partner with industry to help integrate biodiversity
considerations into its work.
●● Engage people and communities at a local level to
share why biodiversity conservation is important.

●● Develop and promote best practices to prevent
invasive alien species from entering the Arctic and
negatively affecting the economy and natural resources.
●● Partner with scientists, industry, communities and other
users of monitoring information to ensure that CAFF
products and data will be useful to decision makers.
Children from the Iñupiaq village of Selawik,
Alaska harvest fish as part a partnership
between local communities and Alaska’s
National Wildlife Refuges to provide science
and culture summer camps for rural youth.
Photo: USFWS, Alaska Region

Inspire People
Improve local, regional and global
understanding and appreciation of Arctic
biodiversity through the voices of youth,
scientists, local managers, non-governmental
organizations, industry and traditional and local
knowledge holders who live and work in the
Arctic. Examples:
●● Engage with programs, such as the Arctic Youth
Ambassadors, that seek to build youth engagement
on critical science and policy issues affecting Arctic
communities and biodiversity.
●● Connect people living in Arctic coastal communities
with decision makers to improve understanding and
management of the changes affecting wetlands, marine
and coastal habitats and ways to adapt to changes.
●● Collaborate with coastal communities on the Arctic
Coastal Biodiversity Monitoring Plan.
Red knots, an Arctic-breeding migratory shorebird species.
Photo: Peter Prokosch/UNEP GRID-Arendal

A ship travels off the coast of Spitsbergen in the High Arctic.
Photo: Steve Allen/Shutterstock.com

Conservation of
Arctic Flora and
Fauna (CAFF)

One Arctic
Diversity of Life
Emphasis areas for the U.S. Chairmanship

CAFF is the biodiversity working group of
the Arctic Council and consists of National
Representatives assigned by each of the eight
Arctic Council Member States, representatives
of Indigenous Peoples’ organizations that
are Permanent Participants to the Council,
and Arctic Council observer countries and
organizations. The CAFF Working Group
operates by the Arctic Council Rules of
Procedures.
CAFF serves as a vehicle to cooperate on species
and habitat management and utilization, to
share information on management techniques
and regulatory regimes, and to facilitate more
knowledgeable decision-making. It provides a
mechanism to develop common responses on
issues of importance for the Arctic ecosystem
such as development and economic pressures,
conservation opportunities and political
commitments.

The U.S. Chairmanship of the Conservation of
Arctic Flora and Fauna Working Group is proud
to support the diverse communities, wildlife,
lands, and marine areas of the Arctic.
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